
LIFE AFTER DUBYA 

SOMEBODY HAS TO BE THE WORST PRESIDENT EVER, UNFORTUNATELY  

FOR BARACK OBAMA IT’S THE GUY HE’S REPLACING. AH WELL, LET’S JUST 

BE THANKFUL THAT THE CONSTITUTION PREVENTS DUBYA FROM EVER 

RUNNING AGAIN.

CHUCK D  It’s not going to be easy. Obama’s going to get into the 
White House, take one look at all the work they’ve piled onto his 
desk and demand a recount.

SKYZOO  The one thing that scares me is that a lot of  people don’t 
want to see Obama in office, so they’re going to be really over critical. 
You can’t expect change overnight. I hope people give him that 
chance to make it happen. It might not even happen in one term, but 
if  not, at the end of  term one what Obama will have is the makings 
of  what we need to make change. The last administration left this 
country in shambles. 

DJ GREEN LANTERN  Let me hear you cheer if  you loved the last eight 
years! Barack Obama as President means America has finally arrived 
at a place where what it says and does actually are somewhat the 
same thing.

DJ DRAMA  I think that it represents what the United States is becom-
ing; what the world has become. The only fear that I have is that it’s 
going to be hard to clean up what George Bush fucked up for the past 
four years. I just know that a lot of  pressure will be put on him, but I 
would hope that he is up for the job.

DRUMMA BOY  One thing that you have to have in a country is under-
standing. I feel during the period that Bush was in power, there was 
no understanding towards the decisions he was making. Why we 
went in the war? How we went in the war? How we’re going to get 
away from war because it’s costing a lot of  money and at the end of  
the day, they want the taxpayers to pay for it? 

“FIRST OF ALL WE NEED BUSH OUT THE OFFICE” – FREEWAY

- PARIS

“

”



O.C.  The Bush administration is leaving a 
shit pool for him. The economy is gonna take 
20 years to fix. He’s gonna get blamed for a 
lot of  stuff  that’s not becoming resolved in 
the few years he’s in office. But it’s so much 
of  a cesspool that it’s gonna take a couple 
of  decades to fix. They gonna leave him out 
there to be the target, [taking blame] for all 
the shit that Bush did. 

PARIS  George Bush really made Barack 
Obama’s presidency possible by being just a 
completely backwards, fucked-up moron, and 
being so evil and so transparent in his cor-
ruption and the corruption of  his administra-
tion, he in fact made it possible. And people 
realized that John McCain really would be a 
continuation of  what’s going on. The exces-
sive spending that the Bush administration 
has engaged in, and the cronyism, and the 
war profiteering, and no-bid contracts, are di-
rectly responsible for the condition that we’re 
in now... But again, the economy is so rag-
gedy that America seems to have adopted an 
“anything goes, anybody but Bush” approach. 
And to Barack Obama’s credit he is incred-
ibly inspiring. And regardless of  whether or 
not you agree with his politics, you gotta bow 
down to the fact that he will inspire many, 
many people to believe that they can achieve 
more than they probably thought they could 
have achieved in the past, and to be actively 
involved in electoral politics, and be value-
added members of  society.

PHONTE  I think America is ready for any 
president who will do a better job than Bush. 
I really like [Obama]. I think he’s earnest 
and really wants to change things. I think 
he’s capable of  shaking things up a bit, [but] 
I just hope Washington doesn’t beat all the 
hope out of  him.

HEAVEN SENT 

FOR YEARS, THE POSSIBILITY, OR IMPOSSIBILITY, 

OF A BLACK PRESIDENT REPRESENTED A MARKER 

FOR WHAT WAS ACHIEVABLE FOR MINORITIES  

IN AMERICA.

SKYZOO  Having a Black man as President 
is something I never thought I’d see in my 
lifetime, but I’m pleased to see it happen, and 
proud to have been a part of  it. Even if  it 
was just spending five minutes at the election 
poll, I can still say I was a part of  making 
this moment happen. I’m a firm believer he’s 
gonna do what he set out to do. I don’t think 
anyone’s perfect, but I think he’ll come close 
to being one of  the best presidents we’ve 
ever had lead this country.

MIGHTY CASEY  Well, when he gave his speech 
in Phoenix they talked about it, and they said 

this might be the first Black President, so I 
thought it might have been like eight years, 
sixteen, 2012, 2016, something like that, after 
he had a few years in the Senate, he might 
actually have a chance, and the nation would 
grow in that period. But I would never have 
thought like in ’04 when Bush was President, 
I would never have thought we would have 
Obama in ’08. 

JEFF CHANG  I’m still a bit stunned. I was an 
avid poll-watcher, but one who subtracted 
“undecideds” and the Bradley Effect ’til 
the end. The final numbers were in part a 
repudiation of  the last 40 years of  race-
baiting, reactionary politics. At the same 
time, I gotta hand it to the brilliant fools at 
The Onion, who were kinda on the mark in 
saying things had basically gotten so shitty 
folks were finally ready to let a Black man 
lead... like, oh what the hell.

DAME DASH  I was elated. It was unimaginable, 
unfathomable. I already knew that tears was 
gonna come out of  my eyes — and not even 
from me — but for all the older cats, that I 
can’t even relate to the struggle that happened. 

N.Y.O.I.L.  I felt brotherhood for a moment. 
Unlike 9/11, where there was a collective 
unity, but it was based on fear and confusion. 
In this case, it was this collective unity 
based on achieving something that was 
unprecedented and beautiful. It did so much 
for everybody, and you see white people 
feeling so good, in a way saying, “We told 
you we’re not racist.” You see Black people 
who were like, “Wow, maybe it’s not so bad 
like it was before, maybe this is a new day, 
maybe this is a new chance.” I just remember 
feeling like I don’t want to be angry 
anymore. I’m tired of  being angry at the 
white power structure and white institutions. 
My paradigm has shifted. I just want to be a 
better person. I don’t want to waste energy 
on being a cynic. My focus is now on, “What 
can I do to make things better?” I want to 
be a better person, a better father, a better 
husband, a better man, so that I can add onto 
this incredible moment.    

FIRST BUSINESS 

THE ECONOMY, THE ENVIRONMENT, WARS, HEALTH 

CARE—OBAMA’S ADMINISTRATION HAS NO SHORT-

AGE OF PROBLEMS TO OVERCOME, SO WHERE 

SHOULD HE START?

BLACK MILK  Obama has the support of  a 
lot of  people in the country. He has it more 
together than any other president we’ve ever 
had. It’s gonna be interesting to see what 
happens over the next four years, but I know 
it’s not gonna be an overnight change. There’s 

a lot of  work to do. I definitely wanna see 
him deal with the economy first. Everybody’s 
money is messed up right now. He definitely 
needs to get that straight before it gets any 
worse... Then after that he needs to find a way 
to end this war as soon as possible.

JUICY J  There’s a lot of  healthcare problems 
right now; a lot of  people don’t have 
insurance. I know so many people who don’t 
have insurance, and insurance is so expensive. 
If  you get in a car wreck or break a leg, you 
need it but [the cost] of  it is so high. When 
you get older, you know you’re gonna have 
some problems. Ain’t nobody Superman 
around here, so you gotta get checkups, and 
that’s expensive, too. 

DAME DASH  I expect him to squash this war. 
Figure out how to find bin Laden and get us 
out of  Iraq and get us into Afghanistan and 
really get us to the people that’s causing all 
the trouble. I expect him to sit with people 
that we don’t understand, as opposed to telling 
them you can’t come to the table unless you 
agree with all our rules and regulations.

COLOUR COMMENTARY 

OBAMA’S SPEECH ON RACE MARKED A TURNING 

POINT IN HIS CAMPAIGN, BUT OUTSIDE OF THAT, 

FRANK TALK ON RACE WAS NOTABLY ABSENT FROM 

HIS MESSAGE. WHAT DOES A BLACK PRESIDENT 

MEAN TO MINORITIES?

LUDACRIS  Seeing a minority become the 
President of  the United States speaks 
volumes and speaks for itself. If  a minority 
can become the President, then some of  your 
excuses just have to go out the window. 

MIGHTY CASEY  I think before for African-
Americans you had certain role models, you 
had your rappers and your athletes, and 
you got a kid in the ’hood, the best thing he 
thinks he gonna be is a basketball player or 
a rapper, but now they think they could be 
President. Maybe they won’t be President, 
but they could be community organizers, 
lawyers, teachers, whatever. I think it’s gonna 
have a big effect. I see it in my friends’ kids, I 
see it in kids. It’s a big deal. 

BUN B  Every president before Barack Obama, 
possibly with the exception of  Clinton and 
Kennedy, most of  them have pretty much 
looked like the ones before. If  you put up 
a picture of  George Bush and a picture of  
George Washington there’s not that much 
of  a difference but about six inches. America 
has always said it’s the melting pot. America 
has always said that we’re open to all these 
cultures and all these different races... We 
welcome everybody; you know what I’m 

saying? The country’s never reflected that. 
For the first time we have a candidate that 
actually reflects what America looks like.

88 KEYS  Had he looked like me, the pill 
would’ve been a little harder to swallow for 
people that aren’t as open or aren’t as willing 
to accept people as people. I don’t want to call 
them racist. They’ll probably let you drink 
from their water fountain, but they won’t let 
you date their daughter. 

KAMAU  On a symbolic level the idea of  
Obama or any other Black person (person 
of  colour, or woman, non-christian, non-
heterosexual, or person from any historically 
marginalized group) being the leader of  the 
United States, currently the most powerful 
nation on the planet, was unimaginable until 
very recently. The significance of  having 
anyone who is not a white male in the White 
House is immense both nationally and 
internationally because of  the perception 
of  power and politics. Now everyday people 
will have more faith in the idea that America 
and in turn, the Western world might not 
always have to be controlled by rich people 
of  European descent.I still think that the 
most wonderful part of  this entire thing will 
be seeing a Black woman and two little Black 
girls playing on the White House lawn. As 
a simple symbol the idea that a Black family 
will inhabit the White House for at least four 
years will drastically change the perception 
of  powerlessness for Black people all over 
the world. Seeing a Black woman as first 
lady, and a Black man “commander-in-chief ” 
will in fact alter the “hearts and minds” of  
the entire world. For the older generation I 
hope it will be a validation of  all they had to 
go through to get us (their children) to this 
point, and will inspire a new hope in young 
people about what their true potential is in 
the world. 

HICOUP  I’d like to see Barack Obama openly 
have Reverend Wrights’ convictions on issues 
that effect the Black community. There’s a 
difference between a president and an agenda. 
A face of  colour is the best hiding place for 
maintaining the status quo. On some real shit, 
I hope I’m wrong, but on some really real shit I 
don’t think I am.

DJ KID CAPRI  I think it’s gonna be one of  
those rare things that allows Black people to 
feel proud of  themselves. I see him as being 
“the Black Kennedy.” I see him as being the 
person who can make the situation good.  

SOULSTICE  The most significant aspect of  
Obama’s presidency for me on a personal 
level would be to see someone I can 
personally identify with in the highest office 

“THE AFRO-AMERICAN DREAM IS TOO EVIDENT, THE POTENTIAL TO BE THE FIRST BLACK PRESIDENT” – P.DIDDY “EVEN IF OBAMA WINS, UNCLE SAM AIN’T MY FRIEND” – M-1



“I CAN’T SEE NO DIFFERENCE FROM MR. HUSSEIN TO MR. BUSH” – FREDWRECK  “I’M LIKE A BLACK PRESIDENT (WHY?), ’CAUSE NIGGAS AIN’T SEEIN’ ME!” – SKILLZ

EVIDENCE  The world is gonna end soon because all movies about the end of  Earth have America with a 
Black President, and I think Hollywood is tied into the Government at high levels. Stony statement, but 

kinda real if  you think about it with 2012 coming soon. 

OC  Obama being president — I still don’t believe it. It’s a bigger agenda that runs the planet… It’s a few 
people that run this whole shit, and I think at this point, Black people sell product. Black people sell product 

in entertainment, sports, stuff  like that. For me, it’s like they’re using something. I don’t want to put my

of  this land. Yes, in part because he is Black, or 
more accurately, of  mixed-race. But also because 
he knows what it means to exist as part of  many 
different groups, without quite belonging fully 
to any of  them. And because, despite charges of  
“elitism,” he represents the kind of  “pull yourself  
up by your own bootstraps” story that is the 
essence of  the American Dream. For this reason, 
I think many Americans — Black, mixed-race or 
otherwise — can relate to Barack on a personal 
level.

Yes, to a certain extent, that’s me allowing 
myself  to indulge in identity-politics. However, 
as a matter of  precedent, I think an Obama 
presidency represents a huge stride forward for 
Black people and for race relations in this country. 
On the other hand, I must also state what an 
Obama presidency does not represent. It does not 
mean that race is no longer an issue in this country. 
It doesn’t mean that Black people in this country 

are no longer disproportionately represented 
in our prison systems and among our poor. It 
doesn’t mean race-affirmative hiring practices and 
admission standards are no longer relevant. I’d like 
to see us celebrate this milestone in our history 
without losing sight of  reality.

MCA OF THE BEASTIE BOYS  The fact that he happens 
to be of  African descent, that one of  his parents is 
African, is amazing — that the country has come 
that far and is ready to embrace somebody of  
colour is a great thing, it’s very exciting. I think it’ll 
change the rest of  the world’s perception of  the 
U.S., which has gone down the toilet in recent years.

DAME DASH  Obama is Obama — he’s just good at 
what he does. He didn’t get elected because he’s 
Black. He got elected because the shit he said 
coincided with what the rest of  America was 
thinking. It ain’t about Black with Obama.

foot in my mouth and stick my head out there and 
really voice it, but I still can’t believe it. In the ’60s 
you had people being lynched, hanged, burned, 
bombed, shot — and then 50 years later, there’s a 
Black man running for president? I don’t believe 
it. There’s something bigger behind that. It’s an 
agenda. 

T-PAIN  I just got a different view. I just feel like 
it don’t matter, with either one. Nothing’s gonna 
change. And if  it does, it’s only going to get worse. 
I really think the Presidential Election is a big 
hype up to get your concentration on this one 
person. It’s damn near impossible to run a record 
label. And you’re here trying to tell me that this 
one dude is going to run the country? There’s so 
many people behind the scenes that, the president 
is: you get to pick the person that you get to blame 
everything on. But basically, the people behind that 
guy, that’s who you can’t pick! That’s just what it 
is! So it kinda doesn’t matter to me. This is just 
the face of  the things you see. It’s still going to be 
fucked up. 

RUCK OF HELTAH SKELTAH: I’ma keep it one-hundred. 
I don’t want to sound wild and crazy ignorant. But 
at one time, I actually voted. Now I’m like get outta 
here with that voting shit. I voted a few times. But 
you know what I noticed? With every President 
I remember since I was born, with whatever they 

talked about on TV, all that “we’re going to fix this 
and that”? I’ve never seen any of  that trickle down 
into Brownsville where I live at. Ever. And that’s 
the real deal. I’m not trying to be crazy, who to vote 
for, who to not vote for or whatever—that’s on you. 
But what I’m saying is: I don’t see none of  that stuff  
they are talking about trickle down to where I live 
at. And I don’t think Rock did neither.
ROCK: I don’t believe none of  them. You wanna know 
why I don’t believe in none of  them? Call me a 
conspiracy theorist, but… I’ll just say, I ain’t fuckin’ 
with them. Call me an ignorant nigga, but read my 
book when I write it. I’m not fuckin with that shit.
This is my official answer, and spell it as ignorant 
as you can: I AIN’T FUCKIN’ WIT’ DAT SHIT 
RIGHT THERE, B! And please believe my views 
aren’t rooted in ignorance. And if  anyone questions 
them, tell them to question me personally. ’Cause 
with my views, the tape will have to self-destruct 
afterwards; you understand what I’m saying?
RUCK: We don’t believe him. Don’t forget: we’re from 
New York City. We had a Black mayor before. We 
got a Black governor now.
ROCK: Word? We do? I ain’t even know. You know 
why I don’t know? ’Cause it ain’t making me any 
mother fucking difference.
Ruck: Yeah, we got a Black governor now. Ain’t 
nothing changed. I mean, I definitely want the 
Black man to succeed, but I don’t believe that 
Presidential shit.



PROTECT HIS NECK 

THE UNITED STATES HAS A TRADITION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST PROGRESSIVE 

LEADERSHIP AND THAT’S GOT SOME HIP-HOP HEADS WORRIED. 

DJ KID CAPRI  I think, in my personal opinion, that we’re going to 
have to protect him. I think they are going to have to put high alert 
protection on him, because I do believe someone is going to try to 
assassinate him.

DIAMOND D  There’s a lot of  crazy people in America. You got these 
rednecks in Ohio talking about, “Oh, if  Obama wins, the Blacks are 
going to take over!” Just a whole lot of  stupidity that translates into 
violence.

BY THE PEOPLE 

HIP-HOP’S SUPPORT FOR OBAMA WAS NEAR UNANIMOUS WITH MORE 

MUSIC DEDICATED TO BARACK THAN EVERY AMERICAN LEADER IN HISTORY 

COMBINED. SO WHAT WAS THE EFFECT OF ALL THIS “BARACKING” OF  

THE VOTE?

LUDACRIS  Everybody supported in different ways, some I was happy 
about, some I thought they could’ve stayed under the radar. But at the 
end of  the day the overall presence of  hip-hop helped to get a  lot of  
people that were not involved in the political process aware and in turn 
get them out to vote. So overall I do believe it was a good thing. 

KRISPY OF THE KNUX  That old fashioned shit is out the window — the 
worst has happened. Generation X is running the world now and 
the Y Generation is voting for ’em. We are running the world 
now — that’s like the weirdest thing that could happen — the MTV 
generation is running the world. 
AL: I know it’s scary — we’re talking about a generation of  
skateboarders and Slurpee sippers and weed-heads, but hey, we got a 
lot to say. We’re some of  the most free-minded motherfuckers ever. 
If  anyone is going to move this country and this world forward, 
it’s going to be our generation. We keep letting these disconnected 
dinosaurs run everything — they are fucking box-headed . Seriously, 
man, it’s time. You can feel it in your chest. 

NALEDGE OF KIDZ IN THE HALL  I think that my making a song 
might encourage someone who might not think about voting 
period, someone who might be uninformed about any candidate at 
all, at least they know where I stand. A lot of  people look at me like 
a source of  information. A lot of  people I know, who will never read 
the amount of  books that I’ve read, and by conversing with me or 
listening to me, they’ll feel a bit smarter. Not to put it in that realm, 
but if  you wanna know about some gangsta shit you listen to gangstas, 
if  you wanna know about drug dealing, you listen to a drug dealing 
rapper. If  you wanna know about intelligent things, then you listen to 
an intelligent rapper. So when I talk about politics it’s kinda me being 
the CNN for the hood, and letting them know what they need to hear 
through my agenda. And take it or leave it — it’s the truth as far as I 
see it. 

“HE DIDN’T GET ELECTED BECAUSE HE’S 

BLACK. HE GOT ELECTED BECAUSE THE 

SHIT HE SAID COINCIDED WITH WHAT 

THE REST OF AMERICA WAS THINKING.”

- DAME DASH

“UNITED STATES IMMIGANT, YOUR FIRST BLACK PRESIDENT” – ULTRAMAGNETIC MCS
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BUN B  We have a lot of  people jumping on 
the bandwagon, makin’ songs about Obama 
but really don’t know his policies or none 
of  that shit, and a lot of  these same people 
that like Obama today not gonna like him 
tomorrow when he’s president, ya know what 
I’m sayin’? I talk to cats all the time, [who] 
be like, “Yeah man, Obama for President” ... 
I be like “Okay, so you gonna vote?” “Nah, 
man, but I’m down wit him, I’m ridin’ wit 
him.” The fuck that got to do with anything 
if  you down wit’ him, you got to vote for him 
to win... You got to get in the game, a lot 
of  people they so separate from the process 
they don’t even understand, so we got to get 
people involved.

JEFF CHANG  I think we’ll see rap and the rest 
of  hip-hop arts edge itself  toward being 
more socially engaged. Nearly everyone in 
hip-hop — except maybe who, DMX? — feels 
like they’re a part of  a significant moment 
in U.S. and world history. That feeling won’t 
go away. Young people went more than 2-1 
for Obama, and under-45s delivered the 
election for him. Baby boomers split their 
vote, and over 65s voted for McCain. That, 
in a nutshell, shows the generational divide. 
Forty-five year olds were born in 1963, the 
year before the Civil Rights Act was passed, 
and were 16 when “Rapper’s Delight” came 
out. I’m not saying that hip-hop by itself  
made Obama, because that would be too 
simplistic and kinda dumb. But it’s clear 
to me that, when the post-civil rights era, 
where hip-hop culture has been ascendant, 
Obama or someone like him now seems like 
it had to happen.

MIGHTY CASEY  If  you look at the Black vote, 
it was pretty important. The Black turnout 
was crazy. I mean we gotta give some credit 
to the Black church for the older Black vote... 
[But] I think hip-hop is pretty big. Hip-Hop 
might have been responsible for 15, 20 per 
cent of  the Black vote, which is huge. And a 
lot of  the young white vote, too, I think was 
influenced by hip-hop.

“DREAM TICKET, ICE CUBE AND OBAMA” – ICE CUBE
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“WE’VE GOT A BLACK PRESIDENT LIVE IN THE FLESH” – BUSTA RHYMES

K-MARO  I think hip-hop helped Obama in this campaign to make it 
entertaining and I think that’s why participation was so high. Every 
appearance of  Barack Obama was almost like a show and the hip-hop 
vibe around this just helped kids identify themselves to Barack Obama. 
Just imagine Jay-Z standing next to George Bush. There’s nothing there, 
there’s no connection — it would just be for TV. But when you look at 
Barack Obama, you could imagine him going to see Jay-Z. I think that 
hip-hop image of  Barack Obama grounded him a lot and the young cats 
finally got a chance to vote for somebody that can help them.
 
DR. BENJAMIN CHAVIS  I think the election of  Barack Obama as the 
next President was a tremendous victory for progressive forces, 
a tremendous victory for youth consciousness, and the hip-hop 
generation certainly made a tremendous contribution to the number 
of  votes as well as mobilizing and getting people to understand how 
important this election was. I see the election of  Barack Obama as a 
victory for hip-hop. 

PHAROAHE MONCH  We know [Obama] listens to hip-hop. We don’t 
know what songs motivated him — hip-hop is not responsible for 
making Obama — but there’s a percentage of  it in him. 

YOUNG JEEZY  What would be better to show some support than 
dedicating a song to somebody?

FOREIGN RELATIONS
OBAMA’S POSITION ON DOMESTIC ISSUES WAS MARKEDLY DIFFERENT 

FROM MCCAIN’S. BUT WHEN IT CAME TO FOREIGN POLICY, OBAMA STUCK 

TO THE SCRIPT OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM. HOW MUCH CHANGE CAN WE 

EXPECT OVERSEAS? 

MCA OF THE BEASTIE BOY  I think that America should be leading by 
example. If  the U.S. doesn’t want Iran to have nuclear weapons then 
the U.S. should be pushing for an international ban on all nuclear 
weapons for everybody. There is no reason that the U.S. should 
feel that they’re allowed to have nuclear weapons and that they can 
somehow be entrusted to them, but Iran can’t. Particularly when the 
U.S. is the only country that has ever used one on human beings. It’s 
very hard to say “Oh you can’t have that, but we can.” But that’s the 
sort of  thing the U.S. needs to be doing. 

KHRYSIS  I’m pretty damn happy about Obama. I can’t tell you what the 
future holds, but I’m pretty optimistic. He shook up the world [when 
he won the election]. I had people in Germany calling me up saying 
how great they think it is. With Obama being a family man, he should 
know to take care of  home before venturing off. So all I really ask out 
of  any president is to take care of  our issues here at home in America 
before running off  to another country and fuckin’ up their shit. 

GABRIEL TEODROS  I’m torn. I want him to win, but I don’t believe 
change is ever gonna come from the top down. I [support] 
Obama because the Republican alternative is less then a heartbeat 
away from a complete fascist state. Barack’s campaign got more 
people politicized than any other election that’s happened in my 
lifetime— some of  my closest friends did work on his campaign and 
everything—but his dedication to “stand by Israel, no matter what,” 
is also scary to me, because it means support of  a violent, illegal 
occupation. 

K-MARO  The Middle East situation is more than just about economics 
or the war. It has to do with beliefs and religions that are not that well 



“BARACK SOWED THE SEEDS, AIN’T NOTHING OUT OF OUR LEAGUE” – JOELL ORTIZ

Four months after Jesse Jackson whispered 
“Barack’s been talking down to Black 
people... I want to cut his nuts out...” on 
Fox Television, he provided one of  the 
most emotional moments of  election night. 
As the screens flashed the news of  Obama’s 
election, tears streamed down Jackson’s 
cheeks, his face strained and twisted by the 
duelling emotions of  pain and joy.

Cynical observers saw Jackson’s tears 
as an acknowledgment of  his obsolescence 
in Obama’s America, claiming civil rights 
ideals anachronistic. How could racialized 
politics be relevant in a country with a 
Black president? But unemployment, prison, 
education and health statistics tell a different 
story — one where race still matters.  Like 
other cautious supporters of  Obama, Jackson 
emerged from an earlier era of  Black politics 
inspired by Martin Luther King Jr. and his 
struggle against what he called the “triple 
evils” of  America, “racism, war and economic 
exploitation”. As his critics point out, on the 
“triple evils” Obama is found wanting.

ON WAR, the President-elect has openly 
stated his willingness to bomb targets in 
sovereign nations without their permission, 
has committed to extending the war in 
Afghanistan and intensifying the troop 

presence there, has continuously softened 
his Iraq anti-war stance, and says nothing 
about dismantling the military empire 
which includes 700-odd U.S. bases beyond 
its own border. His steadfast support for 
Israel leaves the long suffering Palestinians 
with few hopes of  progress toward national 
liberation and statehood. As Condi Rice 
and Colin Powell demonstrated, African-
Americans can bomb third-world countries 
with the best of  them.

ON RACISM, Obama has walked the post-
racial tightrope. Attempting to build a 
broad coalition of  voters, his supporters 
claim Obama must talk beyond race while 
still appealing to the African-American 
community to which he owes a great deal of  
his success. But as the always on-point Tavis 
Smiley recently asked “Is it worth winning 
the White House for an African-American 
candidate if  the suffering of  Black people 
must be rendered invisible during that 
campaign by said candidate?”

ON ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION, frequent 
contributor to the Black Commentator, 
Paul Street observed, “Obama has placated 
establishment circles on virtually every 
front imaginable, the candidate of  ‘change 
we can believe in’ has visited interest group 
after interest group to promise them that 
they needn’t fear any change in the way 
they’re familiar with doing business.” His 

support for the $700 billion dollar bailout 
of  Wall Street may have been necessary, 
but his failure to articulate a vision of  
economic justice that goes beyond corporate 
capitalism-as-usual belies his mantra of  
real and substantial “change.” One only 
has to look at his presidential transition 
team, filled with CEOs and Clinton-era 
hacks (including those who pushed for the 
devastating welfare reforms of  the mid-90s 
which devastated many Black communities 
and played into racist stereotypes of  the 
Black poor), to know that “change” may 
mean little more than a change in personnel 
in the top echelons of  power, not the type 
of  change that would empower the poor and 
working class.

These are the perils of  Obama. The 
promise lies in the fact the first Black 
president was elected through a massive 
mobilization and empowerment of  Black, 
Latino and young voters, particularly the 
hip-hop generation. Obama owes them 
and on issues of  social justice he must 
ante-up. As Cornel West said on the eve 
of  the election, “I’ll break-dance tonight if  
Obama wins, but I’ll wake up the next day 
his critic.” In other words, celebrate the 
achievement of  all that is Obama, but keep 
him accountable to his message of  “hope,” 
“change” and “progress.”  In this, the hip-
hop generation has a massive role to play.  
 
   - SIMON BLACK

THE PERILS AND PROM-
ISE OF BARACK OBAMA

It’s not a matter of, “there’s a territory and we want to split it in two 
and there’s Palestinians one side and Israelis on the others.” It goes 
way back. I think the first thing that Obama needs to do is reestablish 
communication. Which I think Bush wasn’t able to do because those 
countries didn’t have respect for America anymore. They thought that 
America was only thinking about their interests business wise.
 
N.Y.O.I.L.  America is considered a white imperialist country internation-
ally. The depiction of  America is awful and it’s generally America’s own 
fault. But Americans don’t want to be looked at like that any longer.  

PHAROAHE MONCH  Because of  the relationship the U.S. has with its 
own citizens and people abroad, the very face of  the nation needed to 
change. People where not enlisting in the Armed Forces or investing 
themselves in the country. By changing the face, it does bring back 
some of  the respect. But overall, it doesn’t change the atrocities the 
U.S. has manifested — from the Indians, to slavery, to the war in Iraq. It 
doesn’t change that. 

TUMI  I am from South Africa, a multi-party democracy which gives the 
opportunity for coalition governance based on the popular vote. This 
would be great to see in America. I am not sure just how progressive 
a Democratic Party president can be. I am not sure why Barack voted 
for the $700 billion bailout to save the financial industry who gambled 
with mutual funds and people’s pensions. Is he going to bailout the 
people who lost their houses and savings? Ultimately, I support the 
election of  Barack Obama for its symbolism and as a way to regenerate 
the political activism of  not only Americans but everyone in the world, 
to want to be part of  the whole landscape of  politics. Obama, yes this 
is better. But in his own words, “better is not enough.”

DAME DASH  I think the rest of  the world is going to give us so much 
respect, that we’ll be back on top. America is a great place to be, but 
we ain’t been looking that good for the last eight years. The rest of  
the world been looking at us like those ain’t real smart moves. 

THE VIEW FROM HERE 

AFTER THE UNINSPIRED RE-ELECTION OF CONSERVATIVE STEPHEN 

HARPER IN CANADA, CANADIANS RETURNED THEIR GAZE TO THE AMERICAN 

ELECTION, DREAMILY IMAGINING WHAT IT’D BE LIKE TO HAVE A LEADER 

LIKE OBAMA TO SUPPORT. 

KAMAU  Obama has not restored faith in the system but he has 
inspired hope for change in the White House. If, however, he plays 
the same American political game that the world is accustomed to 
seeing politicians play, he could potentially destroy this hope for 
change as quickly as he created it and make it spiral downward 
beyond the dismal point that it is at now. Barack Obama is not a 
messiah, so people should not treat him as such. What he is is an 
intelligent, hardworking and seemingly trustworthy man, but he is 
also a politician.

BIRDAPRES  I wish I had something witty or succinct to say about 
Barack Obama. I don’t. His half-hour paid advertisement made 
me tear up and his words have a momentum that I don’t think has 
existed in my lifetime. All the cynicism, apathy and tiredness in the 
world can’t really fuck with that. As flawed as I know this whole big 
mess of  a system is, as many injustices and instabilities exist out 
there, I can’t help but feel that things are finally being corrected. 



“YEAH, I WISH THE PRESIDENT WOULD STOP LYIN’, BLACK BABIES WOULD STOP CRYIN’” – MASTA ACE “HOW CAN I FRONT, BARACK BEEN CAMPAIGNING FOR LIKE TWENTY-ONE MONTHS” – NAS

MICHIE MEE  I’m sure the intense reaction and joy that will go through America’s urban 
communities and hoods will trickle down. It will come with the usual non-believers 

(concerned citizens), but it’s time for a change. It’s time that Black youth around the world 
see someone in office that reflects them. Young and old, people of  colour that didn’t think 

they were even relevant can clearly see now that many dreams are possible and this one has 
been spoken out loud for years! He has come from a background so human that it makes you 
question how unapproachable or inhuman previous presidents were. This is not a Black or 

white issue and that must be clear!

THE NARCICYST  I think that it is a huge leap for an African-American to be running as 
President. I think it’s a beautiful thing for the African-American community to have one of  
their people achieve that. To go from the extreme conditions of  slavery to this is a feat that 
all of  mankind should respect and recognize. Beyond the skin tone, I hope that this means 
something for everyone, at the end of  the day, an American president has to follow certain 

guidelines to remain president. I think Obama is headed into a huge mess that he has to clean 
up, and I wish him the best. But I don’t know how much change can come across in four years. 

We need a whole lifetime to fix the fuck-ups of  GWB. 

SHAD K  I think Obama’s campaign showed that a lot of  people still believe that things can 
change for the better. That alone is positive. Sometimes I wonder how much change can really 

be brought about in that system, but that piece of  skepticism aside, Obama is at least smart and 
inspiring and that’s a big step in the right direction.

K-MARO  I’m a minority myself  and I think it’s a victory for everybody. I was really happy 
about it because I definitely think that this is where America needed to go. Also, we’re so 

involved with them that the consequences of  the American election are definitely very 
important to Canada. I think a lot of  kids in Canada don’t even understand that it’s like our 

election also. I think it’s going to break boundaries on a lot of  taboo subjects.

ETERNIA  I’ve never seen so many twenty-somethings so actively engaged and caught up 
with current politics. Like, this is what we’re talking about at parties now! At concerts, on 

the train, its exciting.

JEFF SPEC  I think that Obama’s election marks an amazing day in world history, and a 
movement toward the change that everyone has been looking for. We obviously still have 

a long way to go, but this is a beautiful thing. Everyone I’m close with is excited to see the 
first Black president, but at the same time we acknowledge that Obama is much more than 
just a sign of  change in that sense. He’s the right guy for the job that he’s been given. His 
policies are on point and he’s the straight-up guy that the Republican party has never been 
able to give us. The other beautiful thing is that this election brought out more voters than 

the U.S. has seen in a long time, and has Canada excited too, so you know Obama is giving us 
something to believe in again.

*COMPILED BY: RODRIGO BASCUÑÁN, SIMON BLACK, ALIYA EWING, LUKE FOX, ANGELICA LEMINH, CHLOE MCCLOSKEY, 

CHRISTIAN PEARCE, LOLA PLAKU, SEVEN:30, ADHIMU STEWART, AND ANDREA WOO.



HIP-HOP REPUBLICAN

It only takes a quick scan of  t-shirt and 
mixtape racks to a determine Obama’s H.N.I.C. 
status in hip-hop. Add this to the fact that 
historically African-Americans have heavily 
favoured the Democratic Party and it becomes 
obvious why Black faces are M.I.A. in the 
G.O.P. It’s something that avowed Republican 
and founder of  hiphoprepublican.com, Richard 
Ivory is hoping to, um, change. 

WHAT’S THE REACTION TO THE SITE? 
There are three categories: you hate it, you 
love it or you’re curious about it. I get a lot of  
hate mail; I get a lot of  good mail. 

WHAT’S THE HATE MAIL ABOUT?
It fluctuates. Sometimes it’ll be from African-
Americans who are upset because they feel 

that the website is in opposition to Barack 
Obama, when in truth the blog started before 
Barack Obama — even before he ran for his 
senate seat. Also I get attacks from people 
who are musicians who are in the hip-hop 
industry who think we’re capitalizing on 
hip-hop. Their frustration is that they don’t 
see any connection between hip-hop and the 
Republican Party. Then there are what I call 
the white yuppie liberals that are disgusted 
that after all the work they’ve done that any 
Black person would be independent minded 
and think for themselves and be a Republican. 

HOW DID YOU COME UP WITH THE NAME?  
The term hip-hop republican comes from 
a Washington Post article. The reason I’m 
aware of  it is that I was working on a 
campaign in Maryland, it was a Senate race 
for Michael Steele, who is a very popular 
Black Republican. He ran in Maryland for the 

Since its creation in the ’80s, rap music has 
always been a catalyst for change — a word 
we heard much of  during president-elect 
Obama’s legendary campaign for office.  
Taking the opportunity to recognize artists 
who have used their voice to call attention 
to the need for change in this society, Pound 
caught up with noted director Rik Cordero 
(who has worked with everyone from Jay-Z 
to Joell Ortiz) to hear his take on some of  his 
favorite paradigm-shifting music videos.

NAS – “BE A NIGGER TOO”*

ISSUE: RACISM
“The intro and ending sequences make this 
video feel more cinematic, but there are 
definitely some messages to be taken from 
those scenes. The period piece switch during 
the middle of  the video is definitely my 
favourite part and Nas loved it too. Like many 
social issues, there’s a sense of  imbalance 
because of  environmental and economic 
conditions. Who’s the victim and who’s the 
oppressor when the weapon switches hands?”

BROTHER ALI – “UNCLE SAM GODDAMN”

ISSUE: US GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION
“They really didn’t have a ton of  resources to 
shoot the video but, man, they were able to 
go all the way with it. Siddiq at Rhymesayers 
told me that some kind of  government official 
had called them [after the video was shot], 

inquiring about Ali and asking if  he was 
Muslim. It was nuts; they really didn’t know 
how much of  an effect the video would have. 
Not only is Ali a gifted lyricist and worldly 
conscious individual but when you hear the 
guy rhyme about the US Government you 
can really see a few thousand people storming 
the White House. That’s how passionate he is 
about his music.”

Q-TIP – “MAN WOMAN BOOGIE”*

ISSUE: MALE/ FEMALE RELATIONSHIPS
“Q-Tip’s easy to follow flow combined with 
his signature up-tempo jazzy beat inspired 
me to think about classic films that feature 
relationships between men and women on 
trains. Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind and 
The Darjeeling Limited featured some great 
scenes between a man and woman combined 
with the immediacy and urgency of a moving 
train about to reach its destination. Upon 
destination the man and woman would go 
their separate ways and reconcile later on. The 
moving train to me is a great metaphor for the 
ups and downs, ins and outs and the rush felt 
between the forces of man and woman.”

BIG LOU – “CRACK HEAD”*

ISSUE: DRUG ADDICTION
“This was a really emotional video to shoot. 
We rode out to Camden, New Jersey [Big 
Lou’s hometown] which is a really dismal area 
riddled with addiction and violence. It was 
pretty much like The Wire with small children 
running up to our car trying to sell us drugs. 

The song is a real life account about his crack 
addicted brother and the effects his addiction 
had on his family. During the last scene, we 
actually shot in a real crack house. No one was 
in there at the time but there was human feces 
on the first floor and a makeshift bedroom on 
the upper floor. The whole place was filthy 
except for this white wife-beater hanging 
on one side of  a wall with a rosary dangling 
in front of  it. It was pristine; the only clean 
thing in the room. That one image — which 
is in the video — says a thousand words. The 
de-saturated look for the video was a conscious 
decision. But I get the feeling that a lot of  
people in Camden may see that look everyday 
without any editing filters.”

PUBLIC ENEMY– “FIGHT THE POWER”

ISSUE: CIVIL RIGHTS
“I really look at this video as the start of  one 
of  the most important American filmmakers 
living today, Spike Lee. No one else could 
have or would have dared to shoot a real civil 
rights rally in the middle of  Brooklyn for a 
music video. Not only that but he has a cameo 
shot of  Tawanna Brawley in the front of  the 
pack. For better or worse, Spike clearly has 
an opinion and will stop at nothing to make 
you feel it. It’s clearly the best Public Enemy 
video ever. Plus those dudes in the black with 
the sunglasses doing that New Jack Swing, 
marching/militant dance is pretty badass. 
Somebody needs to bring that back.”
*Directed by Rik Cordero

- ALIYA EWING

Senate seat and got a large percentage of  the 
Black vote and was even endorsed by Russell 
Simmons and the Washington Post referred to 
him as the Hip-Hop Republican. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE BEING A REPUBLICAN IN HIP-HOP?
Hip-Hop is an art form; art isn’t a respecter of  
parties. It’s not a respecter of  ideologies; art is 
chaotic. To say that hip-hop is a subsidiary of  
the left, or a subsidiary of  a particular group, I 
think it’s ridiculous. 

FEELINGS FOR OBAMA?
I like Barack Obama. I think he’s a great, 
great, guy. I think a lot of  the criticisms 
thrown  at him by the Clinton team and 
by the McCain team didn’t hold water and 
I think that’s why he beat both of  them. I 
believe for the most part he’s a pragmatist, not 
necessarily an ideologue. And I think that’s the 
problem with the party: the party constantly 

RIK’S PICKS

“SET FIRE TO AMERICA’S FLAG, AND THE PRESIDENT MAD” – HELL RAZAH

watch

Russell Peters
Red, White and Brown

With 20 years of standup work, hundreds-of-
thousands in DVD and CD sales, and sell out 
tours around the globe (Australia, England, UAE, 
United States, Singapore, South Africa, and 
Norway come to mind) under his belt, there 
is little doubt that 3-time Gemini nominee, 
Russell Peters, is Canada’s premier comedic 
talent.  The accomplished jokester and host 
of the 2008 Juno Awards returns with more 
racially-charged, in-your-face hilarity on Red, 
White And Brown - his first release since 2006’ 
bestselling Outsourced.  Red, White And Brown 
was recorded live before a sold-out audience at 
the WAMU Theatre at Madison Square Garden, 
NYC, earlier this year. The special DVD/CD 
combo contains all the bells & whistles - bonus 
features galore - including deleted scenes, a 
documentary sneak peek and even footage of 
Russell landing aboard the USS Eisenhower 
prior to his performance for overseas troops.

be a man!
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wanted to make him an ideologue and I never 
accepted that viewpoint.  I actually think that 
he will govern from the right more so than 
from the left. 

WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO THE REPUBLICAN PARTY? 
There are multiple reason, but let’s talk about 
one issue. If  you go into Harlem or you go into 
an urban area, the first thing you’ll notice when 
you go into big cities is these huge project 
buildings. These are areas that are generally 
run by Democrats. Essentially, what happens 
is that people who live there have nowhere 
else to go. And because you have to fund those 
buildings, you have to fund those facilities, so 
there’s a loyalty to the Democratic Party. The 
Republicans have some really great ideas, but 
they’ve never been able to implement them 

because they can’t penetrate into those areas. 
The Cato Institute did a study where 

they found that $9 trillion had been spent on 
fighting poverty over the last forty years. But 
nothing has changed. I think that’s a huge 
problem. Every year Black people have been 
voting Democrat, and the issue of  poverty 
is on the table and yet every year we’re still 
poor. Talk is cheap. I believe that the problem 
is that while government can be a help, it can 
also be a hindrance. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR REPUBLICANS?
Historically, the Republican Party has been 
its most aggressive and successful when it 
is actually out of  power. I suspect, and from 
everything I’m seeing from the party, I really 
believe you’re going to see a different party. 

WHAT ABOUT SARAH PALIN, POLLS ARE SHOWING 
THAT SOMETHING LIKE 64% OF REPUBLICANS 
ARE IN FAVOUR OF HER RUNNING FOR PRESIDENT 
IN 2012? 
I think it would be very interesting. If  people 
were to get to know Sarah Palin, I think people 
would find that Sarah Palin is actually not the 
person the media tried to make her out to be. 
If  she were to run for President she would be 
able to set her own voice, and that would be 
a Sarah Palin that we have not yet begun to 
understand the power of. I actually think if  she 
were  to run for President she would actually 
be incredibly effective. If  she comes back I 
think she’s going to be a lot tougher than what 
people think.   

- RODRIGO BASCUÑÁN

WEATHER SYSTEMS 

When emcee Jus Rhyme of  AntiRacist 15 saw 
McCain try to play Obama by connecting him 
to American “terrorist” Bill Ayers, he knew he 
had to speak up. So he made a song about the 
infamous Weatherman.

WHY DID MCCAIN USE OBAMA’S CONNECTION TO 
AYERS IN HIS CAMPAIGN? HOW EFFECTIVE WAS 

THAT STRATEGY?
McCain’s campaign strategy, in general, 
backfired. The results of  the election showed 
that. Americans were not swayed by fear in 
this election. They were swayed by hope. This 
election was as much a referendum on the 
state of  the American people, as it was on the 
state of  the Republican Party. And we passed, 
thank God. What remains frightening to us is 
the still high number of  people that believed 
McCain and Palin would be good for the U.S. 
We are also skeptical of  Obama being able to 
realize racial, social, and economic justice in 
America and to end U.S. empire, but we’d put 
our bets on him way over McCain. 

In terms of  McCain’s linking Obama to 
Ayers, it was one of  many desperate attempts 
by the Republicans to derail a groundswell of  
support for Obama. Obama is not a terrorist. 
It was actually racist to assume so, particularly 
in regards to the way McCain’s operatives 
falsely characterized Obama as a Muslim and 
as unpatriotic to the U.S. The whole emphasis 
of  Obama’s middle name, Hussein, and the 
absence of  a flag pin on his lapel, has nothing 
to do with who Obama is as a person, his 
record of  community service, and his ability to 
lead the U.S. as commander-in-chief. 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH WITH THE 
SONG “BILL AYERS”?
With the song “Bill Ayers (We 
Underground)” we were interested in 
drawing a historical connection between 

our work and the work of  the Weather 
Underground, the militant organization 
Bill Ayers was part of. The Weatherman 
and AntiRacist 15 are both white anti-racist 
organizations seeking the end of  racism, 
sexism, homophobia and capitalism as we 
know it. The Weatherman took their name 
from the Bob Dylan lyric, “You don’t need 
to be a weatherman to know which way the 
wind blows,” meaning that, in 1968, they 
believed anyone could see that worldwide 
revolution was imminent. AntiRacist 15 says, 
forty years later, “Real Recognize Revolution!” 
The difference between the Weatherman 
and AntiRacist 15 is that we use music and 
community organizing to do what we do, and 
they used revolutionary violence.

HOW WILL HAVING A BLACK PRESIDENT AFFECT 
RACE RELATIONS IN AMERICA?
Race relations are important. But we, and many 
anti-racist and racial justice organizers like us, 
are more invested in racial justice. Whether 
or not white people and people of  colour get 
along, get married, or can coexist or flourish 
in community, we are more interested in the 
institutions in the U.S. Do the institutions 
support racial justice? Are they discrimination 
free? Are they equitable? Do they take real 
steps to repair past injustices (i.e., reparations, 
affirmative action)? 

I feel like if  social institutions like schools, 
housing markets, workplaces, police, and 
government don’t discriminate it’s much harder 
for discrimination to exist between individuals. 
We need a cultural and institutional shift, 
a movement, in this country. Will a Black 
president help? It remains to be seen. We 
had a Black Secretary of  State (Condoleeza 
Rice) and a Black Secretary of  Defense (Colin 
Powell) for eight years respectively. The Bush 
Administration had one of  the most diverse 
cabinets, in terms of  women and people of  
colour, the U.S. has ever seen. How did that 
affect race relations (and gender relations, and 
straight/gay relations, and rich/poor relations) 
in America? If  America is locking up poor 
people and people of  colour at rates beyond 
any other country in the world, if  we’re 
bombing “Third World” countries inhabited by 
people of  colour, if  our housing markets and 
schools consistently disadvantage poor people 
and people of  colour I wonder if  it really 
matters if  America has a Black president, or on 
a micro level if  I have a Black friend. Can we 
get to a place where we judge people based on 
their politics, and not their skin colour?

- LUKE FOX

“THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION HAD 
 ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE CABINETS,  
IN TERMS OF WOMEN AND PEOPLE OF 
COLOUR, THE U.S. HAS EVER SEEN. HOW 
DID THAT AFFECT RACE RELATIONS IN 
AMERICA?” - JUS RHYME, ANTI-RACIST 15

“SEE A BLACK MAN RUN, WE NEED HIM TO WIN” – COMMON“SEE A BLACK MAN RUN, WE NEED HIM TO WIN” – COMMON



I
f  the t-shirts and buttons are to be believed, Obama’s 
canonizing—his deification—make these questions heresy, 
particularly within hip-hop and the Black community. So much 
so, that even a group like dead prez, with their history of  
rebellion and subversiveness, considered silence.

Then came “PolitriKKKs,” the duo’s response to 
America’s 44th choice. Sample lyric: “Got a Black man running, but I 
wonder if  he get in who he gonna open up the door for?” The anger 
and offense that followed the release was predictable.

Speaking from their respective recently adopted hometowns 
of  Altanta and Houston, stic.man and M-1 reflect on the nature of  
American power and the significance of  Obama.

JUST BEFORE OBAMA’S ELECTION YOU SENT OUT AN EMAIL OF A YORUBA 
PROVERB, “WHEN THE AXE ENTERED THE FOREST, THE TREES SAID, ‘LOOK, THE 

HANDLE IS ONE OF US.’” 

STIC: That proverb reminds people not to be confused that someone 
represents you just because of  surface values. The trees are made out 
of  the wood, and the axe has a wood handle, but the axe has a blade 
on the end of  it; that means its purpose is of  a different nature than 
the tree. Just because something looks like you or shares physical 
features, doesn’t necessarily mean it comes in your best interest. So 
you have to look beyond the physical features and look at the policies. 
That’s how you should judge if  it was one of  us. We put that out 
because there’s a political climate in America and  around the world 
where the system is being reenergized by having a different face in 
the seat of  power, but that doesn’t mean the system is willing to 
change its fundamental policies.  
 

WHAT WAS YOUR INITIAL REACTION TO OBAMA’S ELECTION? 

M-1: I felt indifferent. For me, the outcome didn’t matter. It didn’t 
matter because I didn’t see it changing America’s agenda. I have 
to preface that with my political understanding being that these 
contests are things that happen in more than at one moment. The 
process of  selection of  a President, I don’t think is even contingent 
on a vote, that’s why I call it a selection. So my indifference comes 
because of  the recognition of  an American agenda that has not 
changed. You have the rise of  a man to power, but not of  a new 

agenda to power. So I see the same red, white and blue that we had 
during Bush, during Clinton, during Reagan.
STIC: As far as how I felt, I felt a mixture of  feelings. One, I felt 
excited about the historic moment. I felt proud of  all the energy 
that the masses of  people, the people wearing their sagging pants 
and hats backwards who went and voted. I was happy to see people 
united around a common issue of  change, and they made that happen, 
so I felt proud of  the masses of  people and I felt hopeful about 
other things we could organize. Lastly, I felt skeptical about what 
that change would mean as far as the administration and the White 
House. I felt skeptical, based on hundreds of  years of  oppression, of  
believing in the system as the solution. The system has never been 
the solution. It’s been the problem. I still have a healthy amount of  
skepticism based on historical fact and the nature of  capitalism and 
imperialism—it has nothing to do with Barack individually. My point 
is recognize that these positions are set-up with agendas that are 
inherent in them and just because you put a Black face in that position 
does not mean you can change the nature of  the job. 

Let me be clear, this is not about Obama. What I’m talking 
about is the seat of  power called “The President.” It’s not a personal 
thing about Barack Obama or his family or his beautiful children 
or his great smile and charisma and all that stuff, it’s about the seat 
of  power. The United States presidency is the seat of  imperialism 
around the world. I just want to make the distinction between 
hating on Barack and the historic significance of  him, and his good 
demeanour—it’s not about that at all. 

DO YOU SEPARATE THE VICTORY THAT HIS ELECTION IS FOR MINORITIES IN 
THE UNITED STATES FROM WHAT HE REPRESENTS POLITICALLY? 

M-1: I think they’re two different things. The question about the presi-
dency has nothing to do with race. People will say that this is evidence 
that America has gotten beyond the race question. That’s bullshit.  
America has still not gotten beyond the race question.  I think this is a way 
to throw us off  our quest for rights—it’s always been about rights, not 
race. It’s just that as Black people we have the most violations against our 
human rights. 

What the presidency has meant for minority people has been an 
emotional victory, people now believe that they can send their kidsto 

THE ANALYSIS OF HIP-HOP’S ROLE 

IN THE ELECTION HAS JUST BEGUN.  

BUT ONE THING IS ALREADY 

CLEAR, HIP-HOP BACKED BARACK 

LIKE NO OTHER CANDIDATE IN HISTORY. BUT WAS THE SUPPORT  

DESERVED? WAS IT INFORMED? DID THE EUPHORIA OF SEEING  

A BLACK MAN’S RISE TO PROMINENCE CLOUD OUR JUDGMENT? WERE 

THE CHEERS IN HARLEM AND ATLANTA AND CHICAGO PREMATURE?

“TO SEE OBAMA WIN WOULD BE PRICELESS” – CORY MO
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for the Black man and anything Black obviously don’t know what dead 
prez is about, because that’s not our stance at all. Just because it’s Black 
doesn’t mean it’s good. 
STIC: I think talking about politics and raising consciousness are 
not the same thing. When something is politically correct, and then 
you say, “Oh, now I’m political,” it’s not the same thing as raising 
consciousness. A lot of  artists would never say anything political 
when Bush was doing all the shit Bush was doing, or when Clinton 
got 100,000 new police. But when people started standing up to Bush’s 
bullshit—I’m talking about regular, grassroots, disenfranchised folks, 
across the country and across the world—then it became popular. Once 
it became popular it was easy to say, “down with Bush,” and all this 
extra shit. Artists like to think they lead the people, but artists follow 
the people. A lot of  these artists just try to follow whatever’s popular, 
whatever’s acceptable right now. If  you made revolution acceptable and 
possible you would see artists you never thought of  get on that.

“MR. BLACK PRESIDENT YEAH OBAMA FOR REAL, THEY GOTTA PUT YOUR FACE ON THE $5000 BILL” – NAS

Washington D.C. to become president or 
achieve any other goal. Which to me, is a bump 
on the head. I contest that we have had high 
levels of  political influence for many years. 

What we have here is a new face over U.S. 
imperialism. But does that mean that U.S. 
imperialism is now not US imperialism? No, 
it’s a new brand of  U.S. imperialism with a 
Black face on it. 

I TALKED TO DAME DASH THE DAY AFTER THE 

ELECTION AND HE SAID, I’M PARAPHRASING 

HERE, THAT, “BLACK PEOPLE NO LONGER HAD ANY 

EXCUSES AND IF YOU DIDN’T DO SOMETHING WITH 

YOUR LIFE, IT’S BECAUSE YOU’RE LAZY.” WHAT DO 

YOU THINK ABOUT THAT?  

M-1: I don’t buy it. I don’t buy it all. Black 
people never had any excuses. That was 
always the case, before Obama. Obama being 
the president elect does not change African-
American’s upward mobility. 
STIC: With no personal disrespect to Dame 
Dash at all, I’m gonna say that because I know 
how rap is, but that’s bullshit. I think that’s 
totally bullshit and I’ve been hearing that in all 
kinds of  circles, “now, you ain’t got no excuse.” 
First of  all, it’s not even about having no 
excuse, before or after Barack. Excuses don’t 
do shit for nobody. We don’t need Barack in 
office to say, “now we don’t got no excuse.” 
But what we do have is the same system and 
the same status quo, the same injustices, the 
same political prisoners, we still have the same 
wrongs that have not been made right. Now, is 
that my excuse for not being proactive about 
my life? No. Because you can sit there and 
wallow in “whys?” and never do shit with your 
life. So you definitely need to get the fuck up, 

like Marcus Garvey said, and accomplish what 
you will.  But to say that because they elected 
a Black face to the seat of  imperialism means 
now that everything is different is an illusion. 
It’s not grounded in any concrete terms, no 
new policy has been passed; no past wrong has 
been wiped away with legislation, no nothing. 
It’s just a guy got elected who’s Black and that 
doesn’t change the system.  

A LOT OF PEOPLE STILL FEEL THAT THEY’D 

RATHER SEE A DEMOCRAT THAN A REPUBLICAN 

IN THE WHITE HOUSE, SAYING THEY’RE CHOOSING 

THE LESSER OF TWO EVILS. HOW DO YOU COUNTER 

THAT? 

STIC: It’s one thing to say that for one election, 
but we’ve been taught to do that for the 
history of  our people in this country. You 
mean to tell me that for forty-four elections 
we have to vote for the lesser of  two evils? 
We didn’t get to vote until recently—which 
just shows you how they don’t even believe in 
their own constitution. We had to fight to get 
them to add an Amendment that said, “Black 
people have the right to vote, women have the 
right to vote.” Then they say, “okay nigger, 
okay women, you can vote now,” and the only 
options they give us are people who represent 
the status quo of  that same system that didn’t 
want us to vote to begin with. They give us 
little trinkets of  reform here and there, but the 
masses of  people are living in poverty because 
the system itself  is fundamentally criminal 
and corrupted. Then they give you their 
choices for you who are people who have been 
indoctrinated with capitalist and imperialist 
ideas, they give you these as your options. 
Then you, the disenfranchised masses of  

“JUST BECAUSE SOMETHING LOOKS LIKE YOU OR 

SHARES PHYSICAL FEATURES, DOESN’T NECESSARILY 

MEAN IT COMES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST.” —STIC

people, say, “Well, if  I don’t pick one of  them, 
then I’m just not trying be progressive.” And 
that is bullshit! 

I believe the trick is to say that there’s 
only one way to vote. The trick is to say, 
“If  you don’t cast a vote within this US 
imperialist design, that you are somehow 
not participating.” The point of  the vote is 
to exercise the will of  the people; I won’t 
even get into the fact that they choose the 
President based on electoral votes, that’s a 
whole ’nother political science class. I vote by 
representing people who are disenfranchised, 
people who want revolutionary changes, 
meaning redistribution of  political power 
and wealth—not just face changes. These are 
ways I vote, by speaking out against these 
things, by joining committees, etcetera. I 
don’t just do it on election day I do it 364 
other days, too. And that vote is just as valid. 

WHAT WAS THE REACTION TO THE SONG 

YOU RELEASED AROUND THE ELECTION, 

“POLITRIKKKS”? 

M-1: People who knew dead prez were not 
surprised by it all and the resounding opinion 
was that dead prez was back. Of  course, there 
was just straight up disagreement and that 
we should give Obama a chance or a pass, and 
then there was some people who called us 
haters. Which I think comes from the same 
standpoint as Black people who celebrate the 
victory of  Black man just because he’s Black 
man. Which is not my stance at all. There was 
even some people who said we should change 
our name to Black prez instead of  dead prez. 
Which is ridiculous. 

THERE WAS A LOT OF PRO-OBAMA MUSIC THAT CAME OUT FROM HIP-HOP. AS 

SOMEONE WHO HAS ALWAYS DESIRED THAT HIP-HOP HEADS BECOME MORE 

POLITICAL AND CONSCIOUS RAISING, HOW DID YOU FEEL ABOUT WHAT YOU 

SAW DURING THE ELECTION? 

M-1: I think it was a bunch of  uninformed opinions. I think people 
where speaking from their heart instead of  from their head. I think a 
lot of  it was opportunism. Rappers who refused to be political at any 
other time in their career chose to be political. Some of  it was sincere, 
but I think a lot of  it was truly uninformed. I asked a lot of  people if  
they’d ever seen the platform of  the Democratic Party and of  course 
the answer was “no.” 

What we do, we do it 24/365 every year in and out, not only in a 
presidential year. I entertained the idea of  not saying anything at all 
because of  the overwhelming display of  favour for Barack Obama. 
Even in election time our position is an unpopular position. Those 
who know us and know that our position is anti-imperialist and anti-
capitalist. Those who think we just hate white people and we’re just 


