
wanted to make him an ideologue and I never 
accepted that viewpoint.  I actually think that 
he will govern from the right more so than 
from the left. 

WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO THE REPUBLICAN PARTY? 
There are multiple reason, but let’s talk about 
one issue. If  you go into Harlem or you go into 
an urban area, the first thing you’ll notice when 
you go into big cities is these huge project 
buildings. These are areas that are generally 
run by Democrats. Essentially, what happens 
is that people who live there have nowhere 
else to go. And because you have to fund those 
buildings, you have to fund those facilities, so 
there’s a loyalty to the Democratic Party. The 
Republicans have some really great ideas, but 
they’ve never been able to implement them 

because they can’t penetrate into those areas. 
The Cato Institute did a study where 

they found that $9 trillion had been spent on 
fighting poverty over the last forty years. But 
nothing has changed. I think that’s a huge 
problem. Every year Black people have been 
voting Democrat, and the issue of  poverty 
is on the table and yet every year we’re still 
poor. Talk is cheap. I believe that the problem 
is that while government can be a help, it can 
also be a hindrance. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR REPUBLICANS?
Historically, the Republican Party has been 
its most aggressive and successful when it 
is actually out of  power. I suspect, and from 
everything I’m seeing from the party, I really 
believe you’re going to see a different party. 

WHAT ABOUT SARAH PALIN, POLLS ARE SHOWING 
THAT SOMETHING LIKE 64% OF REPUBLICANS 
ARE IN FAVOUR OF HER RUNNING FOR PRESIDENT 
IN 2012? 
I think it would be very interesting. If  people 
were to get to know Sarah Palin, I think people 
would find that Sarah Palin is actually not the 
person the media tried to make her out to be. 
If  she were to run for President she would be 
able to set her own voice, and that would be 
a Sarah Palin that we have not yet begun to 
understand the power of. I actually think if  she 
were  to run for President she would actually 
be incredibly effective. If  she comes back I 
think she’s going to be a lot tougher than what 
people think.   

- RODRIGO BASCUÑÁN

WEATHER SYSTEMS 

When emcee Jus Rhyme of  AntiRacist 15 saw 
McCain try to play Obama by connecting him 
to American “terrorist” Bill Ayers, he knew he 
had to speak up. So he made a song about the 
infamous Weatherman.

WHY DID MCCAIN USE OBAMA’S CONNECTION TO 
AYERS IN HIS CAMPAIGN? HOW EFFECTIVE WAS 

THAT STRATEGY?
McCain’s campaign strategy, in general, 
backfired. The results of  the election showed 
that. Americans were not swayed by fear in 
this election. They were swayed by hope. This 
election was as much a referendum on the 
state of  the American people, as it was on the 
state of  the Republican Party. And we passed, 
thank God. What remains frightening to us is 
the still high number of  people that believed 
McCain and Palin would be good for the U.S. 
We are also skeptical of  Obama being able to 
realize racial, social, and economic justice in 
America and to end U.S. empire, but we’d put 
our bets on him way over McCain. 

In terms of  McCain’s linking Obama to 
Ayers, it was one of  many desperate attempts 
by the Republicans to derail a groundswell of  
support for Obama. Obama is not a terrorist. 
It was actually racist to assume so, particularly 
in regards to the way McCain’s operatives 
falsely characterized Obama as a Muslim and 
as unpatriotic to the U.S. The whole emphasis 
of  Obama’s middle name, Hussein, and the 
absence of  a flag pin on his lapel, has nothing 
to do with who Obama is as a person, his 
record of  community service, and his ability to 
lead the U.S. as commander-in-chief. 

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO ACCOMPLISH WITH THE 
SONG “BILL AYERS”?
With the song “Bill Ayers (We 
Underground)” we were interested in 
drawing a historical connection between 

our work and the work of  the Weather 
Underground, the militant organization 
Bill Ayers was part of. The Weatherman 
and AntiRacist 15 are both white anti-racist 
organizations seeking the end of  racism, 
sexism, homophobia and capitalism as we 
know it. The Weatherman took their name 
from the Bob Dylan lyric, “You don’t need 
to be a weatherman to know which way the 
wind blows,” meaning that, in 1968, they 
believed anyone could see that worldwide 
revolution was imminent. AntiRacist 15 says, 
forty years later, “Real Recognize Revolution!” 
The difference between the Weatherman 
and AntiRacist 15 is that we use music and 
community organizing to do what we do, and 
they used revolutionary violence.

HOW WILL HAVING A BLACK PRESIDENT AFFECT 
RACE RELATIONS IN AMERICA?
Race relations are important. But we, and many 
anti-racist and racial justice organizers like us, 
are more invested in racial justice. Whether 
or not white people and people of  colour get 
along, get married, or can coexist or flourish 
in community, we are more interested in the 
institutions in the U.S. Do the institutions 
support racial justice? Are they discrimination 
free? Are they equitable? Do they take real 
steps to repair past injustices (i.e., reparations, 
affirmative action)? 

I feel like if  social institutions like schools, 
housing markets, workplaces, police, and 
government don’t discriminate it’s much harder 
for discrimination to exist between individuals. 
We need a cultural and institutional shift, 
a movement, in this country. Will a Black 
president help? It remains to be seen. We 
had a Black Secretary of  State (Condoleeza 
Rice) and a Black Secretary of  Defense (Colin 
Powell) for eight years respectively. The Bush 
Administration had one of  the most diverse 
cabinets, in terms of  women and people of  
colour, the U.S. has ever seen. How did that 
affect race relations (and gender relations, and 
straight/gay relations, and rich/poor relations) 
in America? If  America is locking up poor 
people and people of  colour at rates beyond 
any other country in the world, if  we’re 
bombing “Third World” countries inhabited by 
people of  colour, if  our housing markets and 
schools consistently disadvantage poor people 
and people of  colour I wonder if  it really 
matters if  America has a Black president, or on 
a micro level if  I have a Black friend. Can we 
get to a place where we judge people based on 
their politics, and not their skin colour?

- LUKE FOX

“THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION HAD 
 ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE CABINETS,  
IN TERMS OF WOMEN AND PEOPLE OF 
COLOUR, THE U.S. HAS EVER SEEN. HOW 
DID THAT AFFECT RACE RELATIONS IN 
AMERICA?” - JUS RHYME, ANTI-RACIST 15

“SEE A BLACK MAN RUN, WE NEED HIM TO WIN” – COMMON“SEE A BLACK MAN RUN, WE NEED HIM TO WIN” – COMMON


